COMM 3320 Paper 1 Assignment

Rough Draft of Paper 1 Due: Sept 17, 2021 (E-MAIL)

Paper 1 Due: September 29, 2021 (TURN IT IN)

Find people in a real-life conflict who would like your advice, or who will at least talk to you about a conflict they’re in.  Alternatively, you can select a conflict you are/were involved in.  Interview the parties involved, asking them their perspective on the conflict. Briefly describe the conflict, analyze the conflict using course material (e.g. use the conflict definition to show why this is a conflict, use some of the theories from the textbook or outside sources to analyze the conflict, etc.) and make concrete suggestions as to how the conflict can best be managed, based on information from the textbook and outside sources. If you are one of the conflict parties, make suggestions for your own conflict behavior.

Describe and assess as much of the conflict as needed to make your suggestions understandable.  Focus on explaining what you see as the principle problem(s) and then explaining exactly how your suggestions address those problems.  Be concise and precise in your writing.  Be realistic in your suggestions.  Use the conclusion to restate the principal problems and the reasoning for your suggested management techniques.  This paper will likely have three major parts: an intro describing the conflict; an analysis section which examines the conflict with the help of academic reference material; a recommendation section in which you offer potential solutions to manage the conflict effectively.

The paper should be 5-7 pages in length (12 pt. font, 1 inch margins) and be spell-checked, proof- read, and grammatically correct. A reference page should be attached, and your paper MUST include at least five references (journal articles from library or book chapters).  Your textbook can be used for one of the five references. The paper must be written in APA format.
Grading Criteria

Criteria for Written Activities will be followed in assessing this assignment (See separate sheet in this packet).

What Do I Need To Turn In?

Your interview questions and interview notes.

A 5-7 page paper (not including cover page and reference page(s).

GRADING CRITERIA FOR WRITTEN ACTIVITIES

Is the paper well organized and well written?

________Topic clear right at the beginning.
________Main points to be made in paper are previewed in the first paragraph.
________Topic headings used to mark major issues/concerns.
________Transitional sentences make clear linkages between paragraphs and 

    sections.

________All main points in preview are addressed
________It is easy to follow the organization pattern (logical, sequential)
________Sentences are well crafted, grammatically correct, clear and concise. 

    Word choice should enhance not inhibit the accessibility of your ideas 

    (i.e., write what you mean as directly as you possibly can).

________Writing is in author's own words (e.g., avoiding excessive quotation). 

Does the content demonstrate the author’s mastery of the subject matter?


________Terminology and jargon are used correctly and defined clearly and 

    concisely. 

________Use of course concepts I theories reflects a clear understanding of their 

    content. 

________Comparisons between course concepts and real-life examples are 

    reasonable, useful and insightful.

________Conclusions of the author are clear and concisely presented. 

Does the content demonstrate insight on the part of the student author?


________It is clear that the student has achieved new insight into the subject. 

________The student is able to teach the subject matter through his/her writing 
________The student shows a depth of reflection on the topic in his/her writing.

Generally speaking: 

D papers – are challenging to read because they contain so many grammatical and sentence structure errors. The main topics, and how those topics are being addressed, are not clear.

C papers – meet all of the requirements, adequately and accurately explore the topic and are clearly written, well organized, and at least minimally interesting to read.

B papers – exceed basic requirements in several areas, and are very well written. Draws from more challenging literature/material, insightful and creative in presentation and/or analysis, teaches the course material to the reader in its application and use of terminology and theory.

A papers – are exceptionally well written, exceeding requirements in many areas. Translates complex ideas with uncommon clarity, and provokes the reader to think about the topic in new ways. Draws from very challenging literature/material; provides appropriate references to authors and theorist names; teaches the course material to the reader in such a way as to enhance understanding of it.
